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4th Quarter Report for Dancescape South Africa October to December 2021 

Daily dance classes continued during school term times in October to December of 2021 

(3.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging 

children in beginner and senior dance sessions. Dancescape South Africa (DSA) was able, 

through the kind donations of individuals and organizations to employ 1 full time resident 

teacher. We were also able to provide stipends for 1 trainee teachers and pay for the services 

of a director / administrator and a general assistant. We continue to provide the transport, 

living and accommodation costs for two students studying in Cape Town. Without financial 

support we would also be unable to tend to the day to day running costs. We thank all who 

have made it possible to preserve the Fiona Sargeant Legacy and to uplift the disadvantaged 

youth of our country through dance.  

 

October 2021: 

In the first week of October the studio was closed due to government school also being closed 

for holidays. Classes resumed at the Hope Centre on the 11th of October. Lihle Mfene once again 

joined us for more guest teaching and work on a piece which we are going to perform on the 

11th of November in Montagu. Nqaba and Lihle continued to share their teaching at the studio. 



 
 

Above: Lihle Mfene, our guest teacher, teaching the DSA students 
 
 
Earlier in the month our numbers of those attending classes at the studio dropped a little,  
We think it was because the students are preparing for their yearend exams. However later in 
the month, Naqba our resident teacher, sent me this short message, “The students have been 
working extremely hard and the classes have started to increase in numbers as more students 
have started to come back for their dance lessons. We have about 50 altogether. Lihle made 
another come back and is busy rehearsing his new choreography called 'Indibano' which looks 
amazing to watch. So in all what I am most definite about is that we have a good repertoire for 
next year.” 
 
In my previous reported I mentioned issues that we had with the Zolani Care Trust board. We 
have fortunately managed to resolve them this month. The Care Trust Board had previously 
declined our offer to build changing rooms for the students. Fortunately I was able to meet 
Fanie, the manager. Some of the issues were about the paying of municipal services which had 
been steadily increasing through the years. We agreed upon increasing our contribution and 
also how DSA would be assured of being able to use the Zolani Hope Centre next year. He 
agreed to meet with his board to get their approval and I am happy to report that they were all 
in agreement signing a letter of understanding.  This means that work will finally begin on 
building the student changing rooms and separating the existing kitchen from the dancers who 
will now be able to change in their respective changing rooms instead of using the kitchen. This 
month we were able to get some of the outer walls painted and it has made a huge difference. 
It has made the venue attractive and inviting. We also had some of the broken windows 
repaired. We are trying to get the community and those who use the Hope Centre to feel proud 



about their building. There is so much filth and squealer in the townships. We hope to set an 
example of what can be done and how a little can uplift the general environment. People don’t 
have to spend money, they can start by simply clearing litter and rubble from their yards.  
 
 

 
 

Above: The Zolani Hope Centre before the painting work began 
 

Below: The building after the paint work had finished 

 
 

 



 
Fanie at the Zolani Hope Centre has assured me that the work to build changing rooms for the 
students will begin in early November.  Part of the work will also be to clear much of the rubble 
lying around the exterior of the building. I hope to report on this in the November Report.  
 
We hope that when Ulli Bosch, from Dance for Future, arrives for a visit in mid-November 2021 
we should have most of the building work completed. Dance for Future have kindly provided 
the funds to do the building work and we are most grateful for their involvement to help uplift 
the community.   
 
This month I spent a lot of time preparing a proposal for a grant from the National Lotteries 

Commission. Finally this was sent off to the commission on the 21st of October. I believe it’s 

going to take about 155 days for it to be processed. We hope that all goes well with our 

application so that we can preserve the Late Fiona Sargeant’s legacy and keep the Dancescape 

South Africa project alive for the longest time. 

November 2021: 

Lihle Mfene was with us once again this month for two weeks. During this time he had to 

choreograph a short piece specifically for the 16 days of activism campaign again violence 

towards women and children. This month, building work was started on the building of separate 

boys and girls changing room in the Zolani Hope Centre. We were expecting a visit from Ulli and 

Uwe from Dance for Future and various Flash Mob like street performances were scheduled. 

 
Above: Lihle Mfene on the right teaching classes in November 2021 

 



The building of separate changing rooms for the boys and girls students: 
Work started in earnest at the beginning of November on the changing rooms. Fanie, the 
building manager, had employed a brick layer to build the walls. Just prior to the Dance for 
Future visit I went to inspect the wall and was not completely satisfied with them. One wall was 
curving outward and the other was leaning slightly to one side towards the top. I expressed my 
thoughts to Fanie who told me he would take it up with the brick layer who I spoke with myself 
later that afternoon of my visit. I suggested to him that through a good bit of plastering work 
the problems could be corrected. He agreed. The building work has on some days been a little 
troublesome as they are working whilst the students are doing their classes, with wheel 
barrows full of cement mix coming and going whilst the kids are dancing. However this has only 
been on a few days with most afternoons unaffected. I am also glad to report that the walls 
were nearing completion towards the end of the month and the problems picked up earlier 
were indeed corrected with plastering works.  
 

  
 

Above: Construction work underway to build changing rooms for our students 
 

 
The Sarmie marathon performance: 
On the 11th of November Dancescape SA performed two pieces at the Sarmie Marathon held at 
the Ashbury Primary School in Montagu. It was great to be a part of this event which produced 
thousands of sandwiches which were given out to all those who attended, mostly from the 
surrounding Ashbury community. Special Thanks to Montagu-Ashton Tourism and RAM (Rescue 
Among Many) and all who made the event possible. Our performance began with a work 
entitled “Amanikiniki” choreographed by Liseza Magadla. They performed it on the Coke Stage 
Truck. Then our dancers performed “Indibano” choreographed by our guest teacher Lihle 
Mfene. It means coming together, and was performed on the grass in front of a very large crowd 
of mostly youth.  
 



 

 
 

DSA performing at the Sarmie Marathon  

  
 

 
The Visit from Ulli and Uwe from Dance for Future: 
 
On the 17th of November Ulli Bosch and Uwe Noth from Dance for Future (DFF) came to visit. 
Dance for Future is an organization based in Germany which share similar goals with DSA. That 
is to uplift the communities through dance. Over the last year Dance for Future has donated 
funds to DSA to do just this. Providing Dance wear, studio mirrors, signage and painting walls. 
The latest project sponsored by DFF was to create changing rooms for the young dancers. After 
a few problems with the Zolani Care Trust were ironed out work was started earlier this month, 
building walls and creating the spaces required for both girls and boys changing rooms. Ulli and 
Uwe came to inspect the current project progress. As mention earlier, some of the walls were 
badly built. It was agreed that these errors could be solved by plastering the walls and 
suggested to the manager of the building. Also Ulli expressed dissatisfaction as to the size of the 
changing rooms. After further discussion it was agreed that the original plans would be 
modified to make for larger changing rooms for both boys and girls. DFF suggested that I keep a 
closer watch on the progress of the building project. I am glad to report that the plastering of 
some of the walls has been done and that they are already looking much better. I am 
monitoring the progress and will report back in months to come as the renovations develop.  
 



 
 

Above: Ulli Bosch (left) Uwe Noth (middle) and his son Max watch class during their recent visit.  
 
The Flash Mob performance in Robertson: 
The annual campaign against Gender-based Violence has been organized by the Langeberg 
Municipality and is taking place from the 25 November to the 10th of December this year. We 
were stakeholders in the project alongside the ACVV, Child Welfare, The Mother Tongue Project, 
New Generation Art Development, Ashton Dance School and the Zolani Youth Choir. Its main 
aim is to raise awareness and to mobilize participation and interest. On the 27th of November, 
the day of our first flash mob performance, the day started with concerns about the traffic 
problems which we may face due to the annual Double Century Cycle event planned in the area. 
Also after a heavy amount of rain in the previous day and night, the forecast was for 60% rain. 
However the cycle event was canceled as the rain had created rock falls on the route making it 
dangerous for the cyclists and the rain managed to stay away from our morning performance. 
The piece created specifically for the campaign was choreographed by Lihle Mfene. This time of 
year is a difficult time to create new works as the students are finishing off their school exams. 
Many of the cast not attending on various days. However a really good final rehearsal the 
afternoon before brought everything together for this particular showing. Our next flash mob 
shows will be on the 4th of December in Zolani and Montagu.  
 



  

  
 

Above: The DSA students performing flash mob style in Robertson as part of the campaign 
against violence to women and children.  

 
The DSA studio floor: 
A few days before the Dance for Future visit disaster struck in the studio. A tap which is 
attached to a basin next to the toilets in the studio broke, resulting in water gushing out onto 
the floor. This happened unnoticed, and overnight resulting in some serious damage to the 
studio floor which DSA had laid down in early 2017. This floor is a sprung floor ideal for dancing 
and jumping. In parts of the studio a thinner plywood board under the vinyl flooring has warped 
due to exposure to the water. The tap in question had never been attached to the ceramic basin 
properly and with usage the pipes were slowly being frayed and eventually resulted in the flood 
which has caused all the damage. I am not entirely sure what to do from here on. We are giving 
the floor a chance to dry out completely and then asses what needs to be fixed. I have 
expressed my dissatisfaction to Fanie about why the tap was never properly installed and why it 
remains loose. He explained that he is looking to buy another tap soon to replace the current 
one but also blamed the students for not using the tap like an adult would. There are times 
where this project can be very frustrating and this in one of those times. I feel like we take one 
step forward and then two steps back. The loose tap has not yet been fixed or replaced when 
last inspected at the end of November 2021.  
 
Funding from the Department of Culture and sport: 



This month the Department of Culture and Sport (DECAS) has deposited their funding for DSA 

into the Dancescape South Africa bank account for the 2022 year. Every bit of funding received 

helps us to keep the Dancescape South Africa project alive and to preserve the Fiona Sargeant 

Legacy for the longest time. 

December 2021: 

The month of December has been a short month for Dancescape South Africa. Even though the 

government schools officially broke up on the 15th we closed the studio on Friday the 10th of 

December. The CP School in Zolani had actually closed in early December and many of our 

students had also left Zolani for the holidays.  

 
 
On the 4th of December, we were once again performing, doing flash mob style street 
performances in both Zolani and Montagu. The first performance was in Zolani followed by a 
showing of the specially choreographed piece outside Shoprite in Bath Street, Montagu. This 
was a part of the 16 days of activism against violence towards women and children. The 
students enjoyed the opportunity to perform at these venues. In Zolani our audience was those 
passing by and many of our students who were not dancing supporting their colleagues. In 



Montagu the audience was those entering the Shoprite store to do their shopping. I felt that the 
audiences were most appreciative of our performance and we hope that the key message got 
through to them.  
 
 

  

  
 

Above: Our dancers performing at flash mob street performances in both Zolani (top) and 
Montagu (below) 

 
On the 10th of December, the final day of classes for the year, we invited the parents to attend. 
Here they could see a typical class in action. The dancers also performed several of the pieces in 
the repertoire. Nqaba Mafilika has put together the presentation but I also had an opportunity 
to address the audience. Nqaba spoke about what we are doing and how it is benefiting the 
youth in the community. Many of the parents could not attend but those who did appreciate 
the showing and were indeed impressed with the project. We also asked the parents who 
attended to inform the community of the project and hope that more of the youth would start 
attending next year’s classed when we reopen on the 19th of January.  
 



 

Above: Nqaba presenting the DSA project to the parents 

Also on that day we arranged for the students to watch our movie clip entries for this year’s 

Montagu Youth Arts Festival. They were intrigued to watch themselves dancing and hopefully 

could learn from this (view picture below). Some of the clips were actually filmed a year ago at 

the “Beyond Moving” movie release performance and I mentioned to the students that I had 

seen a huge improvement in there technique over the year. They also were able to view several 

YouTube movies of professional dancers in action. This was a highlight of the afternoon with the 

students being amazed at the level of technique displayed.  

 



 

Above and below: The students watch movie clips of their performances and below 

professionals in action.  

 

We finished the day with a party. The students received party packs, cool drinks and chocolate 

cake. It was a fun way to end the year.  

 



Nqaba Mafilika has arranged for some of the students to attend the “Summer Dance Together” 

dance intensive. We want to thank Kristine Elliott of the Gugulethu Ballet Project who has made 

it possible for Nqaba and 3 of our senior male students to attend the 3 days of workshops. 

 

Once again we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at: 

http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.  

Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa) 

 

http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/

