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1st Quarter Report for Dancescape South Africa January to March 

2022 

Daily dance classes continued during school term times throughout January to March 2022 

(3.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging children 

in beginner and senior dance sessions. Dancescape South Africa (DSA) was able, through the kind 

donations of individuals and organizations to employ 1 full time resident teacher. We were also 

able to provide stipends for 1 trainee teachers and pay for the services of a director / 

administrator and a general assistant. Without financial support we would also be unable to tend 

to the day to day running costs. We thank all who have made it possible to preserve the Fiona 

Sargeant Legacy and to uplift the disadvantaged youth of our country through dance.  

 

January 2022: 

After a long holiday we finally started our classes in the Zolani Township again on the 19th of 

January alongside the reopening of government schools in the Western Cape. Below are pictures 

taken at one of our classes for the junior students.  



 

 

Three of our male students attended a summer dance intensive in Cape Town from the 13th to 

the 15th of December. Phelo Ngxukuma, Aphiwe November and Chuma Mathiso enjoyed the 

classes and workshops very much. The pictures which follow were taken at the “Summer Dance 

Together” Dance Intensive held in Cape Town. 

 

  



  

 

To report back on the building work being done to the Zolani Hope Centre. Ulli Bosch from Dance 

for Future has sponsored the building of change room facilities for our students. Some progress 

has been made but a lot of work is needed to finish the project. I spoke with Fanie the manager 

of the Zolani Care Trust and of the building and he told me that things should be coming to 

completion by mid-February. The pictures below show the work which had been done so far on 

the girls changing room.  

 

  



 

February 2022: 

This month continued as usual with the daily dance classes. Nqaba our resident teacher has 

noticed many new students attending and numbers are growing.  

On Monday and Tuesday afternoons of this month, our kids received food from the soup kitchen. 

The Zolani Hope Centre is making use of the kitchen to provide soup to the kids and the 

community. We are very happy for this and hope they will continue to provide food and perhaps 

offer it on more afternoons of the week. DSA has been supplementing the soups with bread and 

we also provided much needed plastic plates.  

On the 16th of February DSA had its final meeting of trustees for the 2022 financial year. Much 

was discussed and reported on. We are hoping to increase the size of the board this year to five 

members if possible.  

I am very excited to report that two of our male students have been offered a full scholarship for 

both tuition and housing to attend the LINES Ballet Advanced Summer Program in San Francisco, 

California (USA). This dance incentive will take place over three weeks starting from the 17th of 

July and ending on the 5th of August 2022. It’s going to be an amazing opportunity for both 

Aphiwe November and Chuma Mathiso.  

 

 
From the invitation received: “This 
challenging three-week program supports 
the growth of the advanced dancer ages 14-
17. Our program focuses on developing 
individual artistry, increasing technical 
proficiency, and immersing students in a rich 
creative process that supports artistic risk-
taking and independent thinking. It includes 
Ballet, Contemporary, Choreographic 
Process, GYROTONIC® & GYROKINESIS®, 
LINES Ballet Repertoire, Improvisation, 
Modern, Pointe and Partnering.” 
 
Left: A happy Aphiwe November on hearing 
the news of his scholarship.  
 

 

 



Kristine Elliott who as director of the Gugulethu Ballet Project was instrumental in making it 

possible and it was great to inform the boys about the program. However, I was concerned that 

the timing of the program could have consequences for their schoolwork and preparations for 

their exams. Chuma Mathiso is currently in his final year at school and will be writing his all-

important Matric exams at the end of the year. Aphiwe is in Grade eleven, also considered a very 

important year leading up to Matric. With this in mind I had a meeting with the school 

headmaster, Mr Lyon. He was in favour of the boys attending the event but said that he would 

arrange meetings with their educators to discuss ways to supplement their schooling so that they 

could go. Permission to attend the summer school was granted. I shall report back in future 

months as to how the applications for Visa’s are going and the bookings of flights, etc.  

 

  

Above: From the Alonzo King Lines Ballet education program.  

 

 

I regret to report that the building work has not been finished. Fanie Tshoto, the Zolani Hope 

Centre Manager has been unable to have any of the building work done this month. I reported 

on the progress in January and since then nothing has been done. I managed to speak with him 

on the 25th of February and he has told me that work will start again in early March. It has been 

very frustrating for me. I hope that the issue will be resolved soon.  



March 2022: 

The month of March was mostly all about having several guest teachers. After a drought of 

teachers for more than two years due to the Covid Pandemic we suddenly and happily had two 

weeks of guest teachers arrive to teach our young dancers.  

 

Above: Kristine Elliott teaching our student classical ballet 

Kristine Elliott was our guest teacher from the 12th to the 18th of March 2022. She brought with 

her two wonderful teachers, Nathan Bartman and Ciara Baldwin, who have visited us before. On 

Friday the 12th they all watched our resident teacher, Nqaba Mafilika’s class to assess how best 

to conduct their classes in the week ahead. On Saturday the 12th they got to work and were able 

to teach and rehearse for most of the day. As the week was still in school term times they could 

only work during the afternoons. However, a huge amount was accomplished by the end of the 

week. On Friday the 18th of March in the late afternoon our dancers performed in a dance 

showcase to the parents and other who were interested to see what the students had been up 

to during the week. The performance was called “Moving Forward Together Dance Intensive.” I 

am delighted to report that we had a large crowd of at least over fifty people attend. After the 

event the students were treated to pizza and cake. I believe that the week was a big success 

culminating in the performance and Dancescape South Africa would like to thank Kristine, Nathan 

and Ciara for an outstanding week.  



  
Ciara Baldwin Nathan Bartman 

 

Nqaba and I both learned a lot from the week. Kristine has an incredible way of drawing the 

students into her classes. She was a famous ballerina with the American Ballet Theatre based in 

New York. She teaches classical ballet and during her visit managed to stimulate a lot of interest 

in classical ballet. We would like to use this momentum to bring more ballet into our weekly 

schedule.  

 

  

  
 

Above: Kristine Elliott teaching and Nathan demonstrates his choreography, bottom right. 



 

Above: Ciara Baldwin teaching.  

 

Above and below: Dancers and teachers in group photos after the dance showcase. 



 

Nathan and Ciara on the other hand have a much more contemporary approach. Nathan and 

Ciara have formed a dance company called Manacan. They choreograph, compose, perform and 

tour their own productions. They explore primal topics and express them through dance, 

physicality, vocals and music – their style is earthy and influenced by their South African roots.  

They work with dance and musical styles ranging from African and hip-hop to contemporary, 

while continually learning from different styles, places and people, taking them to unique and 

often vulnerable places both physically and spiritually. They are based in the UK and tour all over 

the world performing and facilitating workshops. We were very privileged to have gained from 

their teaching this month.  

 



Above: Nathan and Ciara rehearsing the students 

The kids could relate quickly to their classes and picked up the demanding routines very quickly. 

The couple are influenced by the martial arts and features powerful moves in their routines. All 

though the week our students worked exceptionally hard. The result was a well worked display 

to all who watched the showcase on Friday afternoon.  

 

On Tuesday the 29th of March Adele Blank arrived from Cape Town. Adele is a legend in the dance 

world who has had a very long career in dance. She directed her own company called “Free Flight 

Dance Company” for many years. She has recently turned 80 years old and is still very active in 

teaching and choreographing. It was an intense privilege to have Adele as our guest teacher and 

we are very grateful that she could impart some of her knowledge to our students during an 

intensive week of holiday classes. Adele had also left one of her creations which the students 

learned and rehearsed during the week. We are very happy to add this piece to our repertoire 

and will no doubt be performing it sometime in the year.   

 



  
 

Above: Adele Blank teaching and rehearsing  

 

  
 

Above left: Adele with our general assistant, Patricia Chimanga Sargeant and resident teacher 

Nqaba Mafilika. Right, Adele showing some of the students how it should be done.  

 



 

Above: Phelo caught in full flight during rehearsal.  

 

Earlier in the month, time was spent applying for USA visas for Aphiwe November and Chuma 

Mathiso who have been invited to attend a three-week summer dance intensive in San Francisco, 

California. We are now waiting on the USA consulate to approve the visas.  

 

On Monday the 21st of March work on the Zolani Hope Centre continued. I am glad to report that 

most of the work has now been completed. The German based organization headed by Ulli Bosch 

has provided the finances required to build both a boys and girls changing rooms into the 

building. There are still things to do but most has been completed. The builders had to rush to 

finish the project before the arrival of Adele Blank in the final days of March.  



 

Above and below: The building work near completion. The girls change room top, and the boys 

below 

 

 

 

Once again we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at: 

http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.  

Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa) 
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