Dancescape South Africa (DSA) March 2022 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes in March of 2022
(3.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging children
in beginner and senior dance sessions, however due to the Covid 19 pandemic our classes are
restricted in numbers attending. We observe the relevant protocols such as screening the
students before class, observing body temperature, sanitizing hands and to observing social
distancing. Our top priority is to facilitate classes in a safe environment for both teacher and
learners.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
The month of March was mostly all about having several guest teachers. After a drought of
teachers for more than two years due to the Covid Pandemic we suddenly and happily had two
weeks of guest teachers arrive to teach our young dancers.

Above: Kristine Elliott teaching our student classical ballet
Kristine Elliott was our guest teacher from the 12th to the 18th of March 2022. She brought with
her two wonderful teachers, Nathan Bartman and Ciara Baldwin, who have visited us before. On
Friday the 12th they all watched our resident teacher, Nqaba Mafilika’s class to assess how best
to conduct their classes in the week ahead. On Saturday the 12th they got to work and were able

to teach and rehearse for most of the day. As the week ahead was still in school term times they
could only work during the afternoons. However, a huge amount was accomplished by the end
of the week. On Friday the 18th of March in the late afternoon our dancers performed in a dance
showcase to the parents and other who were interested to see what the students had been up
to during the week. The performance was called “Moving Forward Together Dance Intensive.” I
am delighted to report that we had a large crowd of at least over fifty people attend. After the
event the students were treated to pizza and cake. I believe that the week was a big success
culminating in the performance and Dancescape South Africa would like to thank Kristine, Nathan
and Ciara for an outstanding week.
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Nqaba and I both learned a lot from the week. Kristine has an incredible way of drawing the
students into her classes. She was a famous ballerina with the American Ballet Theatre based in

New York. She teaches classical ballet and during her visit managed to stimulate a lot of interest
in classical ballet. We would like to use this momentum to bring more ballet into our weekly
schedule.

Above: Kristine Elliott teaching and Nathan demonstrates his choreography, bottom right.

Above: Ciara Baldwin teaching.

Above and below: Dancers and teachers in group photo’s after the dance showcase.

Nathan and Ciara on the other hand have a much more contemporary approach. Nathan and
Ciara have formed a dance company called Manacan. They choreograph, compose, perform and
tour their own productions. They explore primal topics and express them through dance,
physicality, vocals and music – their style is earthy and influenced by their South African roots.
They work with dance and musical styles ranging from African and hip-hop to contemporary,
while continually learning from different styles, places and people, taking them to unique and
often vulnerable places both physically and spiritually. They are based in the UK and tour all over
the world performing and facilitating workshops. We were very privileged to have gained from
their teaching this month.

Above: Nathan and Ciara rehearsing the students
The kids could relate quickly to their classes and picked up the demanding routines very quickly.
The couple are influenced by the martial arts and features powerful moves in their routines. All
though the week our students worked exceptionally hard. The result was a well worked display
to all who watched the showcase on Friday afternoon.

On Tuesday the 29th of March Adele Blank arrived from Cape Town. Adele is a legend in the dance
world who has had a very long career in dance. She directed her own company called “Free Flight

Dance Company” for many years. She has recently turned 80 years old and is still very active in
teaching and choreographing. It was an intense privilege to have Adele as our guest teacher and
we are very grateful that she could impart some of her knowledge to our students during an
intensive week of holiday classes. Adele had also left one of her creations which the students
learned and rehearsed during the week. We are very happy to add this piece to our repertoire
and will no doubt be performing it sometime in the year.

Above: Adele Blank teaching and rehearsing

Above left: Adele with our general assistant, Patricia Chimanga Sargeant and resident teacher
Nqaba Mafilika. Right, Adele showing some of the students how it should be done.

Above: Phelo caught in full flight during rehearsal.

Earlier in the month, time was spent applying for USA visas for Aphiwe November and Chuma
Mathiso who have been invited to attend a three-week summer dance intensive in San Francisco,
California. We are now waiting on the USA consulate to approve the visas.
On Monday the 21st of March work on the Zolani Hope Centre continued. I am glad to report that
most of the work has now been completed. The German based organization headed by Ulli Bosch
has provided the finances required to build both a boys and girls changing rooms into the
building. There are still things to do but most has been completed. The builders had to rush to
finish the project before the arrival of Adele Blank in the final days of March.

Above and below: The building work near completion. The girls change room top, and the boys
below

The Resident Teachers (Nqaba Mafilika) Report:
This is my report for March where so much exciting things happened this month. The students are
working beautifully. Aphiwe and Chuma are working hard as they will both be traveling to the U.S in July.
We had a visit from Kristine Elliott, Ciara Baldwin and Nathan Bartman. They worked with the students,
teaching them how to control their bodies, time management, respect and discipline. They were taught a
ballet routine from Kristin and contemporary from Ciara and Nathan which they enjoyed. The students
now have gained more confidence and continue to grow physically, respond well in class and lastly Adele
is back working with a selected group and she was excited to see how they had improved.
Once again we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)
Below: One of our founder members previous students, Siphe November, is featured on a poster in
Toronto, Canada. The Late Fiona Sargeant would have been so proud of him. Siphe is now an established
dancer for the Canadian National Ballet.

