Dancescape South Africa (DSA) July 2022 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes from the 19th of July
2022 (2.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging
children in beginner and senior dance sessions. We are relieved that Covid 19 restrictions have
eased off over the past month and dancers are no longer required to wear masks. We hope that
there are no more outbreaks of the virus which has affected all our lives over the last two years.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
Classes resumed after the winter school holidays on the 19th of July. With not much time to
waist Nqaba got busy rehearsing our repertoire for the Montagu Youth Arts Festival. After
getting all the required information and detailed list of performers for each piece I managed to
submit the entries before the closing date. We have entered ten pieces for this year’s festival
and there is a lot of work ahead to get the entries to performance level. The festival this year
begins on the 10th of August, but the dance section only starts from the 17th. We are very
excited that this year’s event will be live. It’s a wonderful opportunity for the young dancers to
experience a live audience. Below the students hard at work preparing for the festival.

On the 12th of July I drove both Chuma Mathiso and Aphiwe November down to Cape Town
International Airport. After months of preparation to get their documents in order and to get
important items which they would need whilst in the USA they were finally on their way.
Another of Kristine Elliott’s student from the Gugulethu Ballet Project was travelling with them.
They checked in and then went to the departure Gate and that was when I left to drive home. I
had just arrived at Paarl when I got a phone call from the Department of Immigration who
informed me that Chuma’s papers were not in order. As you can imagine that was a big shock
to both Chuma and I. I had to turn around and go and pick him up from the airport. His birth
certificate was the abridged version and even though he was going to turn 18 in the USA on the
29th of July they wouldn’t accept it. His attendance at the Lines Ballet summer dance intensive
was now in serious jeopardy. The question which we were all asking was if we could get his
unabridged Birth Certificate the following day so that he could travel to the USA to start the
three-week course on the 18th of July. After returning home exhausted that night we had to
leave early the next morning to go to Home Affairs in Robertson. Fortunately, and with great
relief they were able to provide him with the necessary and correct Birth Certificate. After lots
of frantic chatter over WhatsApp with Kristine in America a ticket was made available for
Saturday the 16th of July. I am very glad to report that he arrived safely and both Aphiwe and
Chuma began the summer intensive on Monday the 18th.

Above: Mihle, Aphiwe and Chuma about to depart for the USA.

I haven’t heard much from both boys about their time over there so far except to say that
Kristine Elliott has sent me some news. They are both working hard and as you can imagine the
course is very intensive. The course organizers are very strict in not allowing students to take
pictures during their training. However, I have included a few pictures below of Aphiwe doing
class in the week prior to the course. Kristine Elliott is the teacher.

I am delighted to report that DSA has been given a donation of highly nutritious peanut butter
sachets. Carol from Rescue Among Many (RAM) managed to get several boxes of which she had
given DSA enough to help feed our students for the rest of the year. We will be using it as a
spread on our sandwiches. A very big Thank you to Carol Bruton from RAM.

Above: Patricia Chimanga Sargeant displays a few of the peanut butter sachets donated to DSA
by RAM.

Once again, we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)

