Dancescape South Africa (DSA) June 2022 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes in June of 2022
(3.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging
children in beginner and senior dance sessions, however due to the Covid 19 pandemic our
classes are restricted in numbers attending. We observe the relevant protocols such as
screening the students before class, observing body temperature, sanitizing hands and to
observing social distancing. Our top priority is to facilitate classes in a safe environment for
both teacher and learners.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
Classes continued this month as usual ending on the 24th of June for school holidays. They will
only resume when the schools go back on the 19th of July.

Above: Dancers working hard to prepare for the Langeberg Municipality’s Cultural Showcase
2022

During the early part of June, the focus was on preparing two pieces for the Youth Day
Celebrations which once again this year would be a virtual performance. We submitted two
pieces again this year which were a part of the Langeberg Municipality’s Cultural Showcase.
After some rehearsals I filmed the works chosen specially for this event. They were “Survivor”
and “Umana Phantsi” The senior dancers performed in Survivor which was choreographed by
Ciara Baldwin and Nathan Bartman and the junior group danced in a piece mostly
choreographed by themselves. We were very fortunate to have good weather on the day of the
filming because our dancers performed outside the studio.

Above: From the Langeberg Municipality Website featuring our submitted pieces for this year’s
Youth Day Celebrations

On June the 16th we were invited by Montagu-Ashton Tourism to perform at the opening of a
art exhibition in Montagu at the Belinda Hewer Gallery. It was to coordinate with the first-time
exhibition of two local up and coming young artists and to celebrate Youth Day. We took a
small group of just 4 dancers who performed “Survivor” again but this time to a live audience.
On that evening we performed alongside the Zolani Youth Choir. It was well received, and the
event drew a large crowd.

Above: DSA dancers performing at the Belinda Hewer Gallery at the art exhibition opening on
Youth Day. Below: Some of the dancers relax before and after the performance.

It was wonderful to be performing live again after not having many opportunities during the
Covid Pandemic.
Both Nqaba and I are busy preparing for this years Montagu Youth Arts Festival which will be
held in August 2022. We have compiled a list of 10 pieces for this year’s festival which will be a
live performance. I am very grateful to Nqaba for all his hard work getting the various groups
together for the festival.
I also spent a lot of time this month getting our two young men organized to travel to the USA
in July. Both Aphiwe November and Chuma Mathiso are flying out on the 12 th of July to attend a
summer intensive course with the Lines Ballet in San Francisco. We have been trying to raise
some additional funds for the expenses whilst they are there. Many forms had to be completed
this month for the events organizers. We have had to also purchase additional items for their
trip including toiletries and dance outfits.
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All at DSA including their fellow students wish them well and all the best success at the
intensives.
This month DSA held its Annual General Meeting for the 2023 financial year. A lot was
discussed. The board were pleased with how the previous year had unfolded even with the
challenges of Covid 19. We also discussed the year ahead and in particular the exciting prospect
for our two young men who will be attending dance intensives in the USA

Once again, I must report that the building work on the changing rooms has not been
completed. Some of the walls have been painted but the remaining items such as clothing
hooks and benches are still not complete. Furthermore, the change rooms are very dark and
need adequate lighting to be fitted. I have once again had a meeting with Fanie, the buildings
manager, and he has assured me that it would be completed before we return to resume
classes next term.
The Resident Teachers Report by Nqaba Mafilika:
We have been working hard this month rehearsing for the upcoming festival in August. This
month hasn't been easy because it's winter we had less students showing up but we still
managed to have about 30 new joining in, on the 17th we got in the studio and the place wasn't
pleasant to work on. All and all the students are working extremely well, Thimna is helping a lot
and we had to say farewell to Chuma and Aphiwe as they are embarking to another journey in
their lives which was very emotional for me, the guys really deserve this and wish that
everything they learn out there they can bring it back to their community.

Above: Nqaba Mafilika, our resident teacher with some of his students taken before the school brock up
for school holidays.

Thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)

