Dancescape South Africa (DSA) December 2021 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes in December 2021
(3.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging
children in beginner and senior dance sessions, however due to the Covid 19 pandemic our
classes are restricted in numbers attending. We observe the relevant protocols such as
screening the students before class, observing body temperature, sanitizing hands and
observing social distancing. Our top priority is to facilitate classes in a safe environment for
both teacher and learners.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
This has been a short month for Dancescape South Africa. Even though the government schools
officially broke up on the 15th we closed the studio on Friday the 10th of December. The CP
School in Zolani had actually closed in early December and many of our students had also left
Zolani for the holidays.

On the 4th of December, we were once again performing, doing flash mob style street
performances in both Zolani and Montagu. The first performance was in Zolani followed by a
showing of the specially choreographed piece outside Shoprite in Bath Street, Montagu. This
was a part of the 16 days of activism against violence towards women and children. The
students enjoyed the opportunity to perform at these venues. In Zolani our audience was those
passing by and many of our students who were not dancing supporting their colleagues. In
Montagu the audience was those entering the Shoprite store to do their shopping. I felt that the
audiences were most appreciative of our performance and we hope that the key message got
through to them.

Above: Our dancers performing at flash mob street performances in both Zolani (top) and
Montagu (below)
On the 10th of December, the final day of classes for the year, we invited the parents to attend.
Here they could see a typical class in action. The dancers also performed several of the pieces in
the repertoire. Nqaba Mafilika has put together the presentation but I also had an opportunity
to address the audience. Nqaba spoke about what we are doing and how it is benefiting the
youth in the community. Many of the parents could not attend but those who did appreciate
the showing and were indeed impressed with the project. We also asked the parents who
attended to inform the community of the project and hope that more of the youth would start
attending next year’s classed when we reopen on the 19 th of January.

Above: Nqaba presenting the DSA project to the parents
Also on that day we arranged for the students to watch our movie clip entries for this year’s
Montagu Youth Arts Festival. They were intrigued to watch themselves dancing and hopefully
could learn from this (view picture below). Some of the clips were actually filmed a year ago at
the “Beyond Moving” movie release performance and I mentioned to the students that I had
seen a huge improvement in there technique over the year. They also were able to view several
YouTube movies of professional dancers in action. This was a highlight of the afternoon with the
students being amazed at the level of technique displayed.

Above and below: The students watch movie clips of their performances and below
professionals in action.

We finished the day with a party. The students received party packs, cool drinks and chocolate
cake. It was a fun way to end the year.

Nqaba Mafilika has arranged for some of the students to attend the “Summer Dance Together”
dance intensive. We want to thank Kristine Elliott of the Gugulethu Ballet Project who has made
it possible for Nqaba and 3 of our senior male students to attend the 3 days of workshops.
The Resident Teachers Report (Nqaba Mafilika):
This is my report for December 2021, we have come to the end of the year and the students
have proven themselves, capabilities and commitment to the Dancescape organization. This
month they did well in Ashton and Montagu's flash mob supported by the municipality of
langeberg and a studio showcase especially for their parents so that they are aware of what
their children get up to on daily basis. Lastly, I have organized for 3 of the Dancescape students
to go on the Summer Dance Together Dance Intensive in Cape Town hosted by “Dance for a
Change” and for tuition, housing, transportation and food donation was made possible by
Kristine Elliott. The students will travel to Cape Town on the 12th December and will be back on
the 15th December 2021. They will be taught by Miss Adele Blank (contemporary dance),
Bridget Reeves (Jazz), Odwa Makhanda (Traditional African dance), Louisa Talbot (Musical
Theatre), Nicolette Loxton (Ballet). The whole idea for us as Dancescape is to have the students
gain world class experience through dance, gain confidence and bring whatever they have
achieved to their fellow colleagues, to make better teachers or take dance as a career.
Once again we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)

