Dancescape South Africa (DSA) May 2022 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes in May of 2022
(3.00pm – 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging
children in beginner and senior dance sessions, however due to the Covid 19 pandemic our
classes are restricted in numbers attending. We observe the relevant protocols such as
screening the students before class, observing body temperature, sanitizing hands and to
observing social distancing. Our top priority is to facilitate classes in a safe environment for
both teacher and learners.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
Dance classes continued as usual for this month however our last week of the month we had a
guest teacher. Theo Ndindwa came to teach our students for the first time. He brings a vast
amount of experience, and the students really liked his classes. The last time that I
communicated with Theo was many years ago when he was still a student at the Dance for All
outreach program in Gugulethu. Since then, he has had a career in the dance and is the
Executive Director of his own company called Ikapa based in Cape Town. He has travelled
extensively and has accumulated a lot of knowledge. I am glad to say that he strives to give
back to the community and was very excited to be our guest teacher this month.

This is from the Ikapa website:
“In his role as Executive Director, Theo Ndindwa leads iKapa by nurturing professional
partnerships that support the growth of the organization. He is a director, producer,
choreographer, dancer and social development entrepreneur with substantial international
experience.”

Above and below: Theo Ndindwa teaches class as our guest teacher this month.

Thank you, Theo, for taking the time to visit us and also a big thank you to Ann Hall from the UK
who has sponsored Theo’s visit this month.
Ann Hall is a dear friend of our resident teacher Nqaba Mafilika. They have known each other
for years and she came to visit our project to see what Nqaba has been up to. She was a close

friend of the Late Great Phyllis Spira who was a legend of the South African Ballet world. Whilst
she was here, she noticed the state of our dance floor and has taken the initiative to try to help
us. Ann is looking to find funding which could provide a Harlequin vinyl floor for our studio.
Dancescape South Africa thanks Ann Hall for all her efforts in this regard. Ann also introduced
us to a wonderful project in Mcgregor called Symbulon. Symbulon is a charitable trust which
supports children in McGregor, South Africa. They are hoping to build an incredible studio in
McGregor and introduced their plans to me. The studio is going to be used to develop the
community in the arts and in particular the youth in disadvantaged communities. We wish them
all the best for their future endeavors. Symbulon has links to Holland. There South African
operation is managed by Jan Graat and Caroline van de Velde who are both Dutch nationals
currently living in South Africa.
This month we also received the news that Aphiwe November who is set to travel with Chuma
Mathiso this year to San Francisco has also been invited to attend a dance intensive in New
York. The Manhattan Youth Ballet will be hosting this. I immediately contacted Mr Lyon at the
CP School in Zolani to make sure that Aphiwe could attend. After a meeting with Aphiwe and
his educators we were given the permission to proceed. Kristine Elliott could then go ahead and
purchase the flight tickets required. It is going to be a very exciting time for both students. We
are appealing for donations to cover the expenses whilst abroad.

Regarding the progress of our building at the studio. I am disappointed to report that nothing
has been done this month. After DSA’s efforts we were left with the work which Fanie, the
buildings manager, was supposed to have done. Nothing has been completed since. We are
waiting for walls to be painted, lights to be fitted, benches to be supplied and clothing hooks to
be installed in each of the changing rooms. It is frustrating. Furthermore, there seems to be
something very wrong with the sewerage system. A stench can be smelt from the toilet area. I
have contacted Fanie with an urgent plea for him to address these issues and will report back
with the progress in subsequent reports.
The Resident Teachers Report (Nqaba Mafilika):
Sibabalo November has been working well with the students and seems to be enjoying what she is
doing, and she had created few dance pieces for the kids though she is also committed with her outside
jobs. Phelo came in twice this month and hasn't contributed that much I think his schoolwork is
demanding. We had a fortunate to be visited by Theo Ndindwa who has taught classes for the last week
of the month and the students were excited and loved working with him. he fell in love with the work
that we do and has wishes to come back. The students have been coming on and off because of
schoolwork, school activities such as netball because of the covid restrictions and sports can take place
but I have been pleased to see some still coming back and showing commitment to the organization.

Once again, we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)

