Dancescape South Africa (DSA) May 2021 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes in May 2021 (2.00pm
– 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging children in
beginner and senior dance sessions, however due to the Covid 19 pandemic our classes are
restricted in numbers attending. We observe the relevant protocols such as screening the
students before class, observing body temperature, sanitizing hands, observing social distancing
and making the wearing of cloth masks mandatory. Our top priority is to facilitate classes in a
safe environment for both teacher and learners.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
The daily classes continued this month as usual however our students are now equipped with
beautiful dance togs and I must say that there is a feeling of pride amongst our students. They
all neat and tidy in their outfits and it actually makes a big difference. Most of the students
were issued togs however we are always getting new students arriving who have not received
outfits. We hope that the kids look after their dance wear. Once again a big thank you to Ulli
Bosch and the Dance for Future organization for making this possible.

Above: Patricia Chamanga sorting out the Dancescape wardrobe.

Our general assistant, Patricia Chamanga, has been hard at work in the Dancescape South
Africa wardrobe. Over the years we have accumulated various outfits for our performances.
The Late Fiona Sargeant spent a lot of effort building this wardrobe up and subsequently more
items have been added to the collection. However the wardrobe was always unorganized and
housed in a dusty loft. I started renovation of the space last year during the hard lockdown
period and finally finished it in the second quarter of this year. Patricia has been given the task
of sorting out the chaos and compiling a catalogue of all the costumes so that choreographers
and teachers can browse through to select what they can from the catalogue. Furthermore we
may offer a costume hire service in the future.

Above: Patricia has catalogued the costumes so that we can find them easily and even offer a
costume hire service in the future.

On the 14th of May DSA had its Annual General Meeting. It went well and both the Chairperson
and the Treasurer were satisfied with how the 2021 financial year had developed even during a
pandemic. We also discussed events planned for the year ahead and the possibility of another
screening of the “Beyond Moving” movie. The movie has already been screened at a special
event held in December 2020 however to a very small audience. We are hoping to once again
get permission to screen later in the year.
This month Adele Blank, the legendary choreographer and teacher, returned for another visit
and this time started work on a new dance piece. We are very excited to have her choreograph
on our students and hope to feature her work at this year’s Montagu Youth Arts Festival. I was
fortunate enough to watch one of her rehearsals and it was amazing to see how she was able to
pull so much out of the students. What I saw on that day was truly beautiful.

Above: Adele Blank at work with our students

Below: Adele Blank works with our students as she choreographs a new piece.

We are busy this month preparing for this year’s Montagu Youth Arts Festival scheduled for
August. The organizers of the event are planning a live performance. Due to the Pandemic last
year’s festival had to be done online. It will be fantastic to once again perform to a live
audience and Nqaba Mafilika has been hard at work preparing the repertoire for the festival.
We could have as many as ten pieces to perform this year. A variety of dance styles will be on
display ranging from classical ballet, Pantsula, African to even a Charleston.
The Resident Teachers Report:
Nqaba Mafilika reports that there are about 70 students who are coming regularly and that
things are going very well. He also said that the numbers are rising every day. They have been
following the safety protocols, sanitizing, wearing of masks and so on. Rehearsals are underway
for the Montagu Youth Arts Festival. He reports that the students are growing, not just in
physical strength but also mental strength. Nqaba reflected on Adele Blanks visit this month.
She gave a workshop. It was good for the kids who are now getting used to working with
different teachers. Nqaba is impressed with the kids who continue to work hard every day and

he is also appreciating that they are still making him feel welcome and enjoying his daily
classes.

Above: Female Students waiting to start classes in their new dance attire.
Lutho Zwedala and Milisa Mathiso report back from Cape Town:
Lutho Zwedala reports, “In the early part of May I was preparing for the show when on
Saturday the 8th whilst stretching at the barre, I felt a snap in my hip. My leg didn't want to
touch the floor, I was so sore so they booked a physiotherapist and he examined me. After that
I had to go home and relax and I was told to use Crutches. In the second week I managed to get
X-rays at Groote Schuur Hospital. They sent the results to Cape Town City Ballet. I started rehab
classes in the third week with the physio so that I can get off crutches and my leg can touch
down now and I can walk...but am getting there... am really hurt for not being on stage this
season. I would like to thank DSA for their investment in me, thanks so much.”
Milisa Mathiso reports…”It’s been a hectic month as we were preparing for performances
starting on the 1st of May "Locked doors behind doors" then we had to rehearse for another
production" Danc Can Dance" which was at Artscape on the 14th and 15th but on the 15th it
was cancelled because of the excessive rain which caused the roof to leak. Then we had
another performance last week Saturday at V&A waterfront. We've been working on

weekends, also we also appeared on expresso morning show SABC3. Got a break this week
going back on Monday.

Above: Lutho Zwedala recovering from his recent injury.

Above: Milisa on stage (left) and with fellow colleagues at the Indoni Arts & Leadership Academy

Once again we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)

