Dancescape South Africa (DSA) April 2021 Report
Dancescape South Africa (DSA) continues to facilitate daily dance classes in April 2021 (3.00pm
– 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre – Mantlane Road Zolani Ashton) engaging children in
beginner and senior dance sessions, however due to the Covid 19 pandemic our classes are
restricted in numbers attending. We observe the relevant protocols such as screening the
students before class, observing body temperature, sanitizing hands, observing social distancing
and making the wearing of cloth masks mandatory. Our top priority is to facilitate classes in a
safe environment for both teacher and learners. This month there were no classes over the
Easter Weekend and the school broke up for holidays on the 23 rd of April and will reopen in the
first week of May.
The Dancescape South Africa Directors Report:
In the early part of this month I undertook the upgrading of our website. My feeling was that the old site
outlived its usefulness and was mostly outdated. So I created a fast loading, lighter and more efficient
site which I launched in April. I hope it will be better than the old site and I value your suggestions.

Above and below: Pictures of the new upgraded website.

I was contacted by a representative of Langeberg & Ashton Foods. Roger Schierhout, from the canning
factory, had managed to arrange for a donation of 30 boxes of peach halves and baked beans. We had
no idea how large the donation was until it arrived and had to arrange for 2 trips to move it to Zolani for
distribution. We were able to provide each student with a large can of beans and 2 cans of peach halves.
A very big thank you to Langeberg & Ashton Foods for this wonderful donation.

Above: Picking up the donation at the canning factory in Ashton.

Above (left): Nqaba Mafilika helps carry some of the load using his car and, (right) the students arrive to
collect their cans.
On the 19th of April we had a very special visitor. Nqaba Mafilika, our resident teacher, has known Adele
Blank for many years. Adele Blank is a choreographer, dance instructor and director of Free Flight Dance
Company which she formed in 1987. She has trained, performed, choreographed and taught extensively
in classical ballet and contemporary dance both locally and abroad and we were honored to have her
and her daughter visit our studio. We hope that she can return someday soon to teach and choreograph
on our students.

Above: Adele Blank watches class taught by Nqaba Mafilika. She is joined by her daughter who is also a
choreographer.

Above: The legendary Adele Blank, choreographer and instructor of the dance.
Wednesday the 23rd of April 2021 was a great day for us at Dancescape South Africa. After waiting for
many weeks our large order of dance wear finally arrived and we were able to distribute them to our
students. Our dancers have never looked so good. Once again a very big thank you to Ulli Bosch and his
organization called Dance for Future who made it all possible. We are delighted and hope that the
students feel proud of being a part of our school.

Above: The Dancescape South Africa Class of 2021 looking amazing in their new outfits.

Above and below: Some of the boys show of their unitards and all the girls together with Patricia
Chamanga.

Nqaba Mafilika reports that they have been very fortunate with the Saturday Zoom dance classes. The
internet connection has been better this month allowing for better quality classes. We hope it stays this
way. He also told me about 2 performances that some of our students were involved with at a church in
Zolani. Giving them opportunities to perform to a live audience.

Above: Our young men doing the Zoom classes online
This month I have submitted a second proposal to Ulli Bosch and Dance for Future. I was encouraged to
do so by Ulli himself. In this proposal we are asking for funds to build proper changing rooms for our
dancers. Currently they change in the Hope Centre’s kitchen. Fanie Tshoto the manager and chairperson
of the Zolani Hope Centre, consulted with professionals on the best way forward and we hope that we
can make this a reality. Also we hope to have a family living onsite to watch over the building especially
with regard to the young vandals who often frequent the site. I hope to report back on the results of this
proposal in months to come.
Once again we thank you for taking the time to read this report. Please visit our website at:
http://dancescapesouthafrica.org.za/ and follow us on social media.
Mitya Sargeant (CEO, and Director – Dancescape South Africa)

